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FOR RELEASE I
FROM~ Kika de la Garza
~505
Washington,D C
IMMUNIZATION RECORDS of everybody in the Valley will be audited if the aim of Immunization
Action Month is realized. ,This is part of a statewide program sponsored by a special
State Coordination Committee formed by the Department of Health Resources. Mrs Dolph
Briscoe, wife of our Governor, is chairman of the committee.
Focus of the program is directed at getting every individual and every
family to look at their own immunization records to see if they are lacking protection
against any of the diseases for which immunization is available. Physicians are urged to
conduct an audit of all theirpatients to determine who needs immunizations. Local health
departments should be examining their records to make sure that persons who have previously
come in for one immunization return to complete the series. Any individual can go to the
local Health Department clinic to receive free immunizations.
This attack on disease will bring immediate and long-range benefits of
great value to our area. The effectiveness of an all-out immunisation campaign has been
proved in South Texas by the polio lmmunization program. Cooperation by the people will
insure the success of this more extensive effort.
* * * *
A BALANCED BUDGET in the Federal Government is the goal of a special committee recently
formed by the Democratic Research Organization. I was asked to aerve on the 14-man com-
mit tee and I am gladly doing so. We are charged with the responsibility of exploring the
feasibility of legislation requiring that every Federal budget be balanced and developing
a legislative program to achieve that aim.
This undertaking is in line with my efforts to get approval of a law
prOViding that Federal expenditures must not exceed revenues in any year except in case of
national emergency. Our committee will investigate all aspects of this Vitally important
matter by whatever means are available. Public hearings are planned for the future in
connection with developing the necessary legislative program.
* * .,. *
THE FISHING INDUSTRY when suffering from economic dislocation would be provided some
measure of relief under provisions of a bill pending before the Merchant Marine and
Fisheries Subcommittee on which I serve. The relief would come in the form of loans whict
would bear interest at the rate of no more than four percent annually, mature in no more
than 10 years, and require no payment of principal or interest during the first year.
Economic dislocation as defined in the bill may include, but is not limited
to, a rapid and substantial increase in operating costs coupled with a decrease in ex-vessel
prices brought about by increased imports and by any combination of other major market
dislocations. A major resource disaster, if expected to be of short-term duration, may
also be an economic dislocation within the meaning of the legislation.
* * * *
SOUTH TEXAS VISITORS to our Washington office can expect to be served with delicious
grapefruit and/or orange juice straight from the Valley. The Texas Citrus Exchange again
has generously sent up a supply of the liquid sunshine. We also take advantage of any
opportunity to spread the good word about these South Texas products by introducing them
to "outsiders" who visit our office.
* * * *
BUREAUCRATS sometimes show a tendency to stumble over their own feet. About this time
last year, in preparation for Christmas, the Consumer Product Safety Commission bought
some 80,000 toy-safety buttons. Designed to be ·worn on the lapel, the buttons had the
worthy purpose of encouraging people to be safety-minded about toys for their children.
The trouble with this undertaking, as it turned out, was that lead paint
had been used on the buttons. This gave rise to the danger of lead poisoning if children
licked the buttons. So the Commission in the end had to ban its own buttons. No comment.
* * * *
~iAT AMERICA MEANS to Hugo H Bayona was eloquently explained by him in an article first
published in The Forumeer, the GI Forum newsletter and reprinted in La Voz de Ser, in
San Antonio. The article impressed me so that I had it published in the Congressional
Record. In suaming up what America means to him, 11r Bayona wrote: "It means peace of
mind, a land of opportunity, a place where my children can grow without fear and achieve
most, if not all, of their dreams: A country to which I can look with pride and never be
ashamed to claim as mine." Great: We commend 11r Bayona for his love of country--an
attribute which we must emphasize more each day in these dif(icult days. If you'd like
a copy of his remarks let me know.
* * * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this week were: Haria Luisa B de Ramos
and Mrs Romeo F Montalvo of Hebbronville; Dr Arnulfo Martinez of Edinburg; Mrs Eliseo
Rub, Sr of San Benito; Mr Frank Yturria and Mr Noe A Hinojosa of Brownsville; Mr and
lfrs Frank North of Rio Hondo; and Mrs Gerrie Henriques of Washington, formerly of
Rio Hondo.
* * * *
